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Lemaj creates its very own style of appealing music

by Liz Blum
Entertainment Writer

Beginning its performance with an upbeal in-
strumental of The Dregs's “Country House Shuffle,”
Lemaj soars off on an evening’s trip to the stars,
drawing the sudience right along with it. The pure
enjoyment the group gains from creating good music
naturally transcends itself to those around it. During
¢ performance as well as in practice, the members
concentrale totally on the quality of their sound.

“Onee was waiting for the force that frees,
Like the forms within chrysalides
Primed to soar
Patiently
Anticipating [usion with the gentle breeze...”
“Chysalis" — Richird Craddock

Like the image of the butterflly used in the words
of an original love song performed by the band,
Lemaj is poised for flight to success, The group
shows its sudience what musie is all about. Bather
than loud, screaming guitars and [unky special ef
fects, its music contains a quality not often heard in

clubs,
Cooper Canady, bassist and wvoealist, is the

primary writer of the two songs released on Lemaj's
first single. “Rosie” and "A Special RKind of
Woman“have been released on BME records and the
single is available at Behoolkids' Records. Canady

demonsirates his excellent vocal ability most during
8 Spocial's "Hold On Loosely.” He has an unusual
talent for style and lyrics and uses this gift to its
fullest extent.

Bob Stuart, drummer, kesps the pace of the band’s
performances high with his lalented ability on the
drums. He gets the members of the audience involv-
ed with the band, talking to them between songs and
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Ronnie Tew, guitarist and vocalist, exhibits con-
siderable talent with his [mstrument as well as on
lead and back-up vocals, His vocal lead on Thin
Lizzy's “The Boys Are Back in Town"™ shows a solid
grasp on vocal manipulation. An experienced
showman, Tew gives his performance “the profes-

sional touch,”
Craddeck contributes his multi-talents as key-

boardist, voealist and lyricist to Lemaj He adds
dimension to the performance with his eapable hand-
ling of the keys as well as his voice, Craddock’s
keyboard scle on a Lemaj original “Mayday Parade.”
is impressive.

Lemaj is a Raleigh-based band. Its name is taken
from the French ['imoges. translated as “the
images.” The basiardized translation is “wise old
man’; the band’s logo. Lemaj is described as a “new
band performing a unique fusion of rock, jazz and
ortginal music."The group eannot be classified in one
particular eategory. This widens its appeal to its au-
dience by including a Hitle bit of each type of music in
its shows. Drawing on the abilities and unusual gifts
of each of the members, Lemaj comes together as a
total musical experience guaranieed Lo include you
on its “trip to the stars.”

Lemaj's single is currently being played on WKNC
FM B8 during prime time and by request, The band is
niming itself al college avdiences who are ready for a

onee single category, and appeals to a varlety of tastes.

Lemaj. & Raleigh-based band, performs a unique combination of rock and jact. This different sound cannot fit into any
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neéw face rather than some of the hardened bands of
the past. Lemaj Is irying to gei away from the
nightelub scene that may burn a band out before its
time. At the present the band is In a “lull” right now
before beginning tours agaln. Wilh several major
record labels negotiating for contracts and getting
ready to incorporate intoa business, the group is tak.
ing a breath between one step and the next. But by
no means are they remaining idle. Plans are in the
warks for a release of an all original album by early

spring and a few one night appearances in ihe
Raleigh area before they begin a major tonr, The
next performunce is planned for the Bwitch within
the next month or month and & half.,

From Lthe boks of their future plans, Lemaj is
about to maki a rock n' roll dream come true. They
have the dediation, talent and ehulzpah that il takes
to make il in ‘he crazy world of entertainment. And
with the dash o luck they seem to haves the sky ls on
Iy the next strp with the stars not fl.?.‘lhl‘. i,



